Public Meeting

Yarmouth, NS

18 May 2004

The purpose of this public meeting was to review 2003 and 2004 survey and fishery observations in relation to what they indicate about stock status and how they can be interpreted for 2005 advice. Summaries of available information were presented by DFO.

An overview of the role and the process involving the Transboundary Management Guidance Committee was also presented by DFO.
The discussions are summarized below.

General Issues
Question: Would the discard analysis be accepted by the US?

Canada and the US are required to account for all catches of cod, haddock and yellowtail flounder and both will be presenting analysis for review at TRAC.
Comment: Fishermen wondered if there was information on scallop fishing activity in the area and during times when cod catch rates were highest. There may be an association between concentration of cod and scallop fishing.

Question: Which vessel would be available for the survey?

The Needler is expected to be available for the February 2005 survey of Georges Bank.    

5Zjm Haddock

Question: Is the decline in weight at age a concern and what is the cause?

There were no differences in weight at length (plumpness or condition) but differences appeared in the weights at age for older fish.  It may be speculated that increased fish density may be resulting in competition for food, but this is not confirmed and seems to be contradicted by the plumpness.
5Zjm Cod

Comment: Longline fishermen experienced good catch rates of cod.

Specific gear sectors have different perceptions about fish abundance because their selectivity is particular to a gear type. Gill net gear and longline gear were dominated by age 4 and age 5 fish in 2003 while for mobile gear, fish from age 3 to age 5 dominated the catch. As year-classes of varying strength pass through the fishery, the fishable biomass available to each gear will be different.
Question: Could the lower weights at age for cod be caused by a lower water temperature?

The water temperature was variable but without any continuing trend on Georges Bank.

Question: Is there a correlation between cod and haddock recruitment?
There has been some synchrony between good year-classes of cod and haddock but not all the time. If conditions were good for haddock, it may also be better for cod resulting in improved recruitment for both.  
Comment: There appears to be an imbalance between haddock and cod with cod presently at low abundance.

US fishery records back to the 1930s suggest that haddock has generally been dominant in this area.  The apparent dominance of cod during the 1970’s to the early 1990’s may have been due to the depleted state of the haddock resource.

5Zhjmn Yellowtail

Question: What does the tagging show about migration?

With low fishing effort in the Closed Area II, and also due perhaps to low return rate of Canadian tags by US fishermen, it is not possible to comment on movement from the Canadian side to the US side. Several tags from yellowtail tagged on the US side have been returned by Canadian fishermen.  The Special Access Program in Closed Area II during 2004 would have observer coverage and may result in some returns.

Question: Will the decline in survey indices result in a lowered quota?

The analyses have not been completed. Interpretation of age structure remains problematic as once yellowtail get to a certain age there is considerable overlap in size.

TMGC

Question: How is the sharing formula updated?

TRAC will evaluate the distribution of cod, haddock and yellowtail from the surveys each year. The updated distribution is used by TMGC along with the fixed historical utilization to arrive at the sharing percentages for that year. Quota overruns from the previous year would be deducted on a one per one basis.

Question: What about essential fish habitat?
Canada and the US are committed to consistent management. At present we have agreed on a common harvesting strategy. TMGC will consider the full suite of ecosystem concerns.
Question: What is the cod quota for 2004?

The US quota is 300 mt and the quota for Canada is 1000 mt for a combined quota of 1300 mt.

Question: Will the US respect the cod quota.

The US has given every indication that they will take the necessary measures to stay within the agreement. For example, a Special Access Program for haddock in Closed Area II was denied because of concerns about catching too much cod.
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