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A brief summary of the DFO/NMFS ageing workshop for 5Zjm cod, haddock and pollock, which took place in Jan. 2004, was given by L. Van Eeckhaute. Discussions at the workshop centered around the interpretation of the annotated files of the ageing structures to compare interpretation of ageing structures and determine reasons for discrepancies. DFO has had a procedure for within and between reader (DFO/NMFS) testing and reporting of results in place for several years. NMFS had within lab test results available for presentation at the TRAC, which were presented by W. Overholtz, but was seeking guidance on where to report the results. Guidance on a venue for documenting the ageing workshop was also sought. The NMFS between reader test results were generally satisfactory for cod and haddock but yellowtail results were not as favourable.
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The workshop should be documented in the literature and it was determined that its inclusion as a TRAC proceeding with details in appendices would be appropriate. Test results should be reported routinely from both labs in the assessment documents. Some guidelines are needed so that ageing tests are representative and should include the whole spectrum of lengths for each species and adequate numbers of structures to compare. Modelling of errors in ageing should be put on the agenda for benchmark assessments and all issues prioritized at the first benchmark meeting. Although t-tests of ageing bias are available, it was noted that what is really needed to be known is what level of bias has implications for final assessment results.
