TRAC Proceedings

Trawl Survey Studies

A summary of plans by DFO to address proposed changes in vessels and, potentially, research trawls used to conduct surveys was presented by Joe Hunt. Most notable of these changes was the replacement of the CGS Alfred Needler with the CGS Teleost as the vessel to conduct the annual DFO survey of Georges Bank. The Teleost is a substantially larger vessel and a significant vessel effect on trawl catches could be expected. Side-by-side trawling experiments are expected to be conducted during the February 2005 Georges Bank survey as a first step in determining conversion factors for vessel effect. Determining gear effect may not be required if the Western IIa research trawl is kept as the standard. 
Note was made that the NMFS is presently reviewing design possibilities for a new research trawl and that vessel replacements are expected take place in the next 1-2 years. These developments, along with DFO changes, could result in a compounded uncertainty for indices of abundance. It would be highly desirable to have one or more years of overlap between changes in order to ensure that individual effects can be modelled as part of the interpretation of survey indices.
